How man}/ Community Councils
are there:

There are places for up to seventeen Community
Councils in West Dunbartonshire.

Community councillors are elected every four years
in elections organised by West Dunbartonshire Council,
by members of the public on the electoral roll.
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How do | get involved?

There are different ways to get involved in your
local Community Council:

@ attend your Community Council's
regular public meetings

® email your local Community Council
or visit the website

® become a Community Council member.

If you would like to get involved or find out more,
you can contact your Community Council directly
via West Dunbartonshire Council website

(search Community Councils) or contact the
Communities Team. We can be contacted at:
CommunityCouncils@west-dunbarton.gov.uk
Key contact: Suzanne Greer, tel: 01389 737580.

Other formats

This document can be provided in large print, Braille or on audio
cassette and can be translated into different community languages.
Please contact: Corporate Communications

Council Offices, Garshake Road

Dumbarton G82 3PU

Tel: 01389 737000
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Dokument ten jest na zyczenie udostepniany takze w innych wersjach jezykowych, w
duzym druku lub w formacie audio.
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What do Community Councils do?

Community Councils bring local people together to
help make things happen and improve their local area.

They talk to West Dunbartonshire Council and other
public organisations about issues affecting their area,
such as:

planning and licensing matters
children's playparks

busy roads

street lighting

public transport

community safety and
anti-social behaviour
environmental issues such as
allotments and clean ups

Community Councils were introduced through the Local
Government (Scotland) Act 1973. They have the right to
be consulted on any planning applications in their areas
and are also kept informed about licensing applications.

The local authority has a duty to consult Community
Councils on how local services are delivered and on
other issues affecting their neighbourhoods.

A Community Council can act as a campaigning body in
raising awareness of specific local issues. It can help to
co-ordinate other groups to achieve a stronger voice on
issues.

Community Councils should be representative of the
wider community and must be non-political in their

activity. They can do a wide range of things including:

responding to enquiries and problems
raised by members of the public
advising residents on how to support or
object to planning applications
highlighting issues to public service
providers like Police and Council and
attending meetings with public officials
working to find out what are the areas of
concern within the community (through
surveys, social media and similar)
communicating with local peopleina
variety of ways - newsletter, website,
social media

meeting with other Community Councils
or other community groups

responding to consultations

on relevant subjects

sending representatives to

input into wider groupings

contributing to local plans

and developments

arranging community events such

as gala days, fetes, or clean up days
monitoring crime levels in their areas
and raising concerns.

In West Dunbartonshire, Community Councils are:

given an annual support grant

from the Council

consulted on planning applications
represented on the Community Alliance
(the group which exists to involve the
community in Community Planning and
service delivery)

Community Council meetings usually take place
monthly and members of the public are welcome
to attend. Meetings are usually attended by
West Dunbartonshire Councillors for the area,
and a police officer.

All Community Councils have an 'open forum'
where members of the public can ask questions
and raise issues.




