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Social Enterprise Growth Grant

	Information Sheet


Our business support and Business Gateway services are part-funded by the European Regional Development Fund, under the European Structural and Investment Funds 2014-2020 through the Operation Business Competitiveness in Dunbartonshire
Aim

West Dunbartonshire Council recognises the increasing role social enterprises play in regenerating local communities throughout Scotland and following on from the success of the Social Enterprise Challenge Fund programme (delivered during 2012 – 2017), the Council has chosen to continue its commitment to increasing both the quality and quantity of social enterprises in West Dunbartonshire through the introduction of a Social Enterprise Growth Grant.

The aim of the Social Enterprise Growth Grant is to provide financial support to established and growing social enterprises across West Dunbartonshire to help implement growth plans more efficiently and become more sustainable in the long term.  The grant can be offered towards the next stage of growth for enterprises that have previously accessed the WDC Business Start-Up Grant or Firstport’s Start-It Awards fund.  

Please note: Social Enterprises that have previously accessed the Social Enterprise Challenge Fund during 2012 – 2017, will not be eligible to apply.  

This is a discretionary funding programme that will provide up to 50% of the enterprise’s project expenditure, with a maximum grant of £2,000.  The funding is designed to support the further development and implementation of growth activity which may include for example, capital expenditure; digital transformation projects; property improvement costs; innovative projects; or staff costs.  This grant may be applicable for enterprises not currently eligible to apply for the Council’s other discretionary business support grants due to sector or time trading.
Note: European State Aid Rules: “Under EC regulation No 1407/2013 (de minimis aid regulation), this is a de minimis aid. There is a ceiling of €200,000 for all de minimis aid provided to any one firm over a 3-year period.  Any de minimis aid awarded to you under this grant will be relevant if you wish to apply, or have applied, for any other de minimis aid.  For the purposes of the de minimis regulation, if you are awarded a grant you must retain the award letter for 3 years from the date of the award letter and produce it on any request by the UK public authorities or the European Commission.  (You may need to keep this letter for longer than three years for other purposes.)”
Eligibility

· All types of social enterprises may apply regardless of sector.
· Enterprises must be located in West Dunbartonshire and have been actively trading for at least 6 months at the time of making their application.  
· Enterprises must have less than 50 employees at the time of their application.

· Social Enterprises that have previously accessed the Social Enterprise Challenge Fund during 2012 – 2017, will not be eligible to apply.
Criteria

· The social enterprise must clearly demonstrate how their project expenditure will improve performance and safeguard or increase employment.

· Enterprises must provide a business plan or strategy along with the application form outlining their proposal for the social enterprise growth grant which should include associated costs and gap funding (so it is evident why the social enterprise growth grant is required).
· The enterprise must outline the commercial viability of the project and should be aligned to other agencies and funding support where relevant.
· Enterprises must provide up to date financial accounts or most recent management accounts.
Notes

· The Social Enterprise Growth Programme aims to support the Scotland Government’s Social Enterprise Strategy 2016-2026 by achieving 3 main priorities for West Dunbartonshire – stimulating social enterprises; developing stronger organisations; and realising market opportunities.   
· In addition to the Social Enterprise Growth Grant and as part of an overall funding package, there may also be an opportunity to obtain packaged funding through other support agencies such as Firstport Awards Programme – www.firstport.org.uk.  Please note: this grant cannot be used to fund activity that has already been approved/seeking approval through other funding.  Breakdown of other funding sourced must be clearly provided within the application form.
· Enterprises or applicants may not apply for further funding through the Social Enterprise Growth Grant within 24 months of any offer being made.
· Purchase of items relating to the grant must NOT commence before approval is given as the grant cannot be awarded retrospectively.

· Evidence of expenditure must be provided by submitting paid invoices/receipts and bank statements showing payments 

· As this grant is part funded by the European Regional Development Fund, funding must be acknowledged by using the appropriate European logo which must either be displayed on the business website or in the business premises.

· West Dunbartonshire Council is committed to sharing good practice and promoting examples of service delivery that meet the needs of communities.  The Council reserves the right to use information of this project for publicity for the programme and share information with any parties appointed to monitor and evaluate the effectiveness of this funding
· The Council may be required to make any application or project proposal for this funding available for public scrutiny under the Freedom of Information (Scotland) Act 2002. The Organisation should make the Council aware of any parts of its application or project proposal, which may prejudice its interest if it were made public
How to Apply

To receive an application form or to receive additional information, please contact Business Support Services at West Dunbartonshire Council on:

Business Support Services

West Dunbartonshire Council

Clydebank Town Centre Office

10 Sylvania Way South

Clydebank G81 1EA

Telephone: 01389-737777 or



Email: business.support@west-dunbarton.gov.uk
Website: http://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/business/ 
Please Note: Additional advisory support can be provided to social enterprises through Business Gateway West Dunbartonshire with free workshops available at www.bgateway.com/events (West Dunbartonshire).  
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